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was of considerable influence on the conduct of other colonies. His 
study reveals colonial unity in another way, the common relations of 
the colonies to the home government. Dr. Bond's book about closes 
the chapter on the quit-rent and hereafter one who wishes to know 
anything about the matter will refer to this work. No scholar or 
student of the period can afford to neglect this work, and none but 
scholars or students will read it. 

Professor C. M. Andrews contributes an admirable introduction, 
setting forth in general terms the importance of the subject, and at 
the same time pointing out the need of approaching the study of co- 
lonial history in a more rational manner than was the case with the 
older generation of historians. 

W. T. Root. 

The Royal Commission on the Losses and Services of American 
Loyalists, 1783 to 1785, being the Notes of Mr. Daniel Parker 
Coke, M. P., one of the Commissioners during that Period. 
Edited by Hugh Edward Egerton, Beit Professor of Colonial 
History in the University of Oxford. (Oxford: Printed for 
presentation to the Members of the Roxburghe Club. 191 5. Pp. 
lv, 422.) 

This handsome and carefully edited volume, which forms a valuable 
addition to the materials for the history of the American Loyalists, was 
printed on behalf and in memory of Mr. Whitelaw Reid, late United 
States ambassador to the court of St. James. As it had been the custom 
in the Roxburghe Club for each member to bear the cost of publication 
of a small edition of a single work for distribution among his fellow- 
members, Mrs. Reid arranged with the president of the club, the Earl of 
Rosebery, to determine the nature of the volume to be issued as a me- 
morial of her husband as the one American member in this notable little 
group of Englishmen. Happily Lord Rosebery selected the Coke Papers, 
which came into the possession of Mrs. Reid on the dispersion of the 
Phillipps manuscripts, of which they had formed a part, and Professor 
Egerton was persuaded to undertake the task of editing the papers and of 
writing the introduction to the volume. 

After the distribution of the book in England the surplus copies were 
sent aboard the steamship Arabic for shipment to the donor in America, 
but were lost when that vessel was torpedoed by a German submarine. 
The volume has since been reprinted and presented to certain libraries 
and individuals on this side of the Atlantic. 

The Coke Papers comprise the memoranda taken by Mr. Daniel 
Parker Coke of the evidence presented before the Royal Commission on 
the claims of the American Loyalists during the time of his connection 
with that body. In part this evidence consists of 395 memorials, a few 
of these being joint memorials of two or more claimants, and in part of 
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the testimony of the memorialists and of witnesses more or less con- 
versant with their circufnstances, losses, and loyalty to the king during 
the American War. Professor Egerton is careful to explain that the 
papers have not been published in their entirety, on account of the 
necessity of keeping them within the limits of a single volume; but he 
has sought to include all the evidence which bears upon the social and 
economic history of the time, including the price of land and of slaves, 
professional earnings, etc., and he has taken pains to give us the exact 
language of the witness in every case. The partizan activities, or 
services to the British cause, of the more prominent Loyalists, are 
usually disclosed at some length. 

In his introduction the editor first discusses, in the light not only of 
the Coke Papers but also of a mass of printed material, contemporaneous 
and modern, why the Loyalists, who were numerous and in official control 
at the beginning of the Revolution, failed to influence the course of 
events in the American colonies. He finds the explanation of this failure 
in their tardiness in organizing for aggressive action, in their undue re- 
liance on the measures and military commanders of the mother country, 
in the disregard of the Tory regiments by Generals Howe and Clinton, 
in the unpopularity of the British cause in Virginia on account of Lord 
Dunmore's blundering operations, in the upsetting of Col. John Connol- 
ly's plan to sever the Northern from the Southern colonies, in the prema- 
ture action of the Loyalists of North Carolina, in the attachment of the 
Indians to the British and the indiscriminate massacres by the former in 
South Carolina, and in the disgust inspired in the better element of all 
parties in the Southern districts by the excesses and depredations of the 
British and Hessian troops. 

After noticing the strength of loyalism in the South from Maryland 
to eastern Georgia, Professor Egerton gives examples of the bitterness 
which characterized the mutual relations of Whig and Tory in New 
York, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania, where the king's friends were 
strong enough to be greatly feared. Nor does he overlook the fact that 
this bitterness continued when the struggle was over, filling the Loyalists 
with panic and despair upon their realizing that peace was to be made, 
and with a feeling of betrayal by the home government when the peace 
terms were published. 

The procedure and eminent qualifications of the commissioners on 
Loyalist claims are next considered, the editor defending the Commission 
against the charge of " culpable dilatoriness " in conducting their investi- 
gations made by the well-known Canadian historian Dr. William Kings- 
ford, and explaining that the great majority of the claimants were " re- 
ceiving a subsistence allowance " from the British treasury during the 
protracted period of these investigations. The restrictions under which 
the commissioners labored and the difficulties they had to contend with 
are noted, and the claims for losses of property under the acts of 1783 
and 1785 and losses of income are tabulated. 
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The concluding paragraphs of the introduction deal with the char- 
acter and the differences in social status and occupation of the me- 
morialists, concerning whom Mr. Coke confessed that at the outset he 
entertained an antipathy, which was transformed into the most favorable 
sentiments by his discovery in the course of his inquiries of the merit, 
sufferings, and fidelity to the government of these claimants. 

Thirteen states are represented in the Coke Papers. Of the New 
England group Massachusetts (including Maine) has seventy repre- 
sentatives, among these being Sir William Pepperrell, Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor Thomas Oliver, Attorney General Jonathan Sewell, Dr. Sylvester 
Gardiner, and many other prominent refugees. Rhode Island supplies 
fifteen claimants; Connecticut, eleven; New Hampshire, four, including 
Capt. John Fenton; and Vermont, one. Of the Middle States New 
York leads with thirty-nine, of whom the most noted Loyalists are Gen. 
Oliver DeLancey; Lieut.-Col. John Harris Cruger, a member of the 
council and chamberlain of the city of New York; George Duncan 
Ludlow, a member of the supreme court ; Rev. Samuel Seabury, D. D., and 
David Mathews, mayor of New York. Pennsylvania counts among its 
twenty-seven claimants Joseph Galloway, Lieut.-Col. John Connolly, 
Rev. Jacob Duche, and Samuel Shoemaker. New Jersey follows with 
twenty-six, including Brig.-Gen. Cortland Skinner ; David Ogden, a mem- 
ber of the council and of the supreme court; Lieut. James Moody, and 
Daniel Coxe. Of the Southern States Virginia has twenty-three, of whom 
we mention only Lord Dunmore and Lieut.-Col. Jacob Ellegood. Mary- 
land's list comprises seventeen, and is distinguished by the names of 
Lieut.-Col. James Chalmers and Dr. Alexander Stenhouse. Among 
the fifty-three memorialists from North Carolina are Governor Josiah 
Martin; Col. James Cotton, a holder of numerous offices, and William 
Pennington, one of the chief revenue officers of the province. South 
Carolina, with sixty-seven claimants, surpasses any other Southern 
state in number, but not in distinction. Thus, for example, Georgia, 
whose list is confined to twenty-eight names, has Governor Sir James 
Wright, Lieutenant-Governor John Graham, Sir James Wallace, William 
Knox, and Lewis Johnston, sr., a member of the council, in its roll of 
claimants. 

The memorials of many of these claimants throw rays of light into 
some of the dark places of our Revolutionary history and supplement 
what is already known of the activities and sufferings of the American 
Loyalists. The whole collection is worthy of the care which is manifest 
in the publication before us, a publication testifying amply to the good 
judgment and admirable taste of those who have been concerned with it. 
The editor has been generous in his supply of notes and in furnishing a 
bibliography of ninety or more titles, which could easily have been ex- 
tended and classified as primary and secondary works. 

Wilbur H. Siebert. 



